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GENESIS Lesson 1 – 11/04/18 

The book of beginnings 

We get the name of the book from the Greek word γένεσις, which 

means: origin, source, beginning, nativity, birth. It is the first book first 

book of the Pentateuch, which Jews call the Torah and includes the 

books of Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. 

Again the word Pentateuch is a transliterated form of the Greek word 

πεντάτευχος, which means five scrolls. Genesis is the first book of 

Moses. 

Theme verses: 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. Genesis 1:1 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between 

thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 

bruise his heel. Genesis 3:15 

5And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward 

heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he 

said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 6And he believed in the LORD; 

and he counted it to him for righteousness. Genesis 15:5-6 

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? Genesis 18:25b 

Condensed outline of Genesis: CreationSinMessiah 

The book can be divided in two parts: 

1. Beginning of the world and humanity 

From Creation to Babel: Chapters 1 to 11; 6,000 BC to 2,000 BC. 
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2. Beginning of the line of the Messiah 

From Abraham to Joseph: Chapters 12 to 50; 2,000 BC to 1,630 BC 

Topics we will cover as we go through the book of Genesis: 

1. The Pre-Adamic Creation 

2. The Seven Day Creation 

3. Adam and Eve 

4. The Fall 

5. Cain and Abel 

6. The Antediluvian Patriarchs 

7. Noah and the Flood 

8. The Table of Nations 

9. The Tower of Babel 

10. The Life and Call of Abraham; Obedience (Ch. 12-14) then came 

faith (Ch. 15) 

11. The Life of Isaac 

12. The Life of Jacob 

13. The Life of Joseph 

14. Jacob’s Prophecy 

 

Genesis is the book of beginnings. 

In Genesis we find the beginning of God’s creation 

In Genesis we find the beginning of sin 

In Genesis we find the beginning of God’s promise of the Messiah. 

In Genesis we find the beginning of Israel. 
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Genesis covers approximately 2300 years of earth’s history. In contains 

50 chapters, 1,534 verses and 38,267 words in the KJV. 

The main characters of Genesis are: 

1. Adam and Eve 

2. Cain and Abel 

3. Enoch 

4. Noah 

5. Nimrod 

6. Abraham 

7. Melchizedek 

8. Lot 

9. Isaac 

10. Ishmael 

11. Jacob 

12. Esau 

13. Judah 

14. Joseph 

 

The book of Genesis contains the major doctrines found in the New 

Testament such as Creation, Sin, Justification by Faith, Blood 

Atonement, Redemption, the Trinity, Election, Foreknowledge, the New 

Birth, and more. 

The types of Christ in the book are Adam, Abel, the Lamb, Melchizedek 

(although he was a Christophany), Isaac, the Ark, Judah, Shiloh, and 

Judah. 
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The types of Antichrist are Nimrod, Laban, Ishmael, Esau, and Pharaoh 

(the Pharaoh that elevated Joseph was a type of the Father). 

Eve, Enoch, and Rebekah were a type of the church. 

Eliezer was a type of the Holy Spirit. 

And on and on we can go…The book is rich in bible study material! 

The Creation of the Universe 

1:1: In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

In the Hebrew this verse contains seven words, twenty-four letters (7 x 

4), and God is the third word. God does things in three’s and seven’s. 

Science is filled with 3’s and seven’s; it contains the fingerprint of God. 

In biblical numerology seven is number of perfection or completion, 

and four is the number of creation (I’m still working on figuring that one 

out). 

The remarkable thing about this first verse is that God never gives 

anyone any explanation of His existence; not a clue to satisfy the 

curious. 

Hebrews 11:6: But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he 

that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 

them that diligently seek him. 

Through His power and might God did what it pleased Him to do 

without having to give an answer or reason to anyone…”In the 

beginning God…” 

Col. 1:16: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 

that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
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dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, 

and for him: 

And John tells us that this creator God was none other than God the 

Son. John 1:3: All things were made by him; and without him was not 

any thing made that was made. 

God loves baseball because it says, “In the big inning God…” 

God created, when He did so He never had to worry about the 

Evolutionist. 

God simply spoke the world into existence without worrying what 

anyone had to say about it. 

I believe in the Big Bang. God said it and bang it happened! 

W.A. Criswell once said, “Once I was a tadpole beginning to begin; then 

I was a frog with my tail tucked in; then I was a monkey in a banyan 

tree; now I'm a professor with a Ph.D.!” 

Another thing I want you to notice in this verse (Gen. 1:1) is the word 

heaven. Does your Bible say heavens? 

In Hebrew, the word for “heaven” (shamayim) is a plural word, likewise 

with the word for “God” (Elohim); “God” is a plural word. In the Hebrew 

OT the context will determine if you are referring to the “sky” or all the 

“heavens”, whether you are referring to “God” or “gods” and therefore 

translate accordingly. I’ll give one example: 

Gen. 3:5: For God <H430> doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 

then your eyes H5869 shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, <H430> 

knowing good and evil. 
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You see, in verses 6-8 God made another heaven, the firmament, which 

He called Heaven. 

And Genesis 2:1 we are told: Thus the heavens and the earth were 

finished, and all the host of them. But in the beginning God only made 

one heaven, latter in chapter one He makes another heaven. 

If fact there are three heavens. 

2 Cor. 12:2: I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether 

in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God 

knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. Also Rev. 14:6. 

So you have first heaven, which we call the sky (the atmosphere), then 

you have the second heaven which we call space and the Bible calls the 

Firmament (the starry space); to see this turn to Gen. 1:14-17. The 

lights were set in the Firmament of heaven. Then you have the third 

heaven where God dwells. 

 

image from http://www.wellsbiblestudy.com/page0252.html 

http://www.wellsbiblestudy.com/page0252.html
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I want to show you one verse where a connection is made to Genesis 

1:1. It took God from Genesis 1:1 to this verse (Rev. 21:1) to eradicate 

sin, and to cleanse His kingdom from all defiles (Rev. 21:27). 

Re:21:1: And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven 

and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 

Back to verse 1; the last thing to notice about this first verse is that the 

date of creation is never given. 

1:2: And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was 

upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face 

of the waters. 

Now we come to a very difficult verse in the Bible. We are told that the 

earth was without form and void, and that there was darkness, but that 

God was moving over the waters. 

There are clues in this verse, that cause us to take a second look and 

see if God is trying to tell us something without coming right out and 

telling us. 

In Hebrew the term “without form and void” is “tohu vavohu” this is 

the first clue and the second is the presence of darkness. 

Now the word tohu <H8414> is translated here as “without form”. 

Comparing scripture with scripture, let’s if we can glean some clues 

elsewhere. 

Deut. 32:10: He found him in a desert land, and in the waste <H8414> 

howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as 

the apple of his eye. 
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In this verse the word “tohu” is translated as “waste”; as in a 

wasteland. 

1 Sam. 12:21: And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go after vain 

<H8414> things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for they are vain 

<H8414>. 

In 1 Sam. 12:21 the word “tohu” is translated as “vain”; something vain 

is useless, hopeless. 

We now look at the word bohu <H922>, in Gen. 1:2 it is translated as 

“void”. 

Isa. 34:11: But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it; the owl 

also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the 

line of confusion, and the stones of emptiness <H922>. 

In Isa. 34:11 the word “bohu” is translated as “emptiness.” 

Putting this together we get the idea that earth in verse 2 was a 

wasteland, a ruinous heap, void of anything—empty. 

This goes against to what God says about His creation in the following 

verses in chapter one. In fact in Genesis one the word “good” is 

mentioned seven times! Six times He says, “…it was good” and the 

when He is all done He says, “…it was very good.” 

Turn with me to Job 38:1-7. I want to focus on one verse: 

Job 38:7: When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of 

God shouted for joy? 
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God is telling Job, “When I laid the foundations of the earth, and 

measured them out, and when I fastened the earth on its foundations 

the morning stars, the sons of God, all of them shouted for joy!” 

So here God gives us a glimpse of what was happening in Genesis 1:1. 

These sons of God, notice it was all of them, shouted for joy when God 

created the earth! 

So who are these sons of God? We know they weren’t men because 

man shows up after the earth has been made, not before. 

The term “sons of God” shows up five times in the OT. The first time 

they show in Bible (Gen. 6:2, 4) the world is plunged into wickedness 

and God destroys the earth with water. Remember the rule of first 

mention. 

Gen. 6:5: And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 

earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 

evil continually. 

And we know what happens next: “And the LORD said, I will destroy 

man whom I have created from the face of the earth… (Gen. 6:7)”. 

The next time this expression “sons of God” appears in our Bible is in 

Job 1:6 and 2:1, and both times these sons of God are present when 

Satan is around. Remember the law of second mention. 

There is debate on the identity of these sons of God. Some say they are 

descendants of the godly line of Seth (Gen. 4:25-26) others, including 

myself, believe they are the fallen angels. 
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The only other human called a son of God other than Christ, was Adam. 

Luke 3:38: Which was the son of Enos, which was the son of Seth, which 

was the son of Adam, which was the son of God. 

Whoever the sons of God were (I believe they are the fallen angels), 

they were present at the time when God laid the foundations of the 

earth—no man was there. 

Let’s turn to one more place. Ezekiel chapter 28. 

This king of Tyrus was wiser than Daniel. 

This king of Tyrus was wealthy. 

This king of Tyrus thought he was God. 

This king of Tyrus was beautiful and bright, he shone like a light. 

This king of Tyrus was full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 

This king of Tyrus was in Eden the garden of God, not the garden of 

Eden. And he was covered with precious stones. 

This king of Tyrus was the anointed Cherub, and was present on the 

holy mountain of God. 

This king of Tyrus was created perfect until iniquity was found in him, 

he sinned and was therefore filled with violence. 

This king of Tyrus was lifted up; he was filled with pride. 


